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FOREWORD 


The purpose of this lite essay is to place at ihe disposal of the 
student of Arabic literature a concise account of Ibn ‘Abd Rabbihi and 
his qd. 

For a study of Andalusian thought and literature in the third 
century, and lhe first lwenty years of the fourth century A. H., this an- 
thology (Ag) is naturally very important, I not only constitutes in 
itself a piece of Andalusian thought and literature, but shows thé great 
influence of Eastern Moslem thought, in the first period of its develop- 
ment upoñ Moslem Spain and North Africa. Having received and 
studied a copy of the gd, Al-Sähib ibn “Abbäd (426-385 A. H.) remar- 
ked : « This, our property, has been returned to us. » Quran, XII, 65, 

The ‘qd is also valuable for the history of the Arab East in Umay- 

sad and Abbasid times. It preserves Lo the historian a certain ot 
of historical information which is bardly mentioned elsewhere in the 
sources, and presents a point of view on certain events which seems lo 
be free from Abbasid influence. 
As this study of the ‘gd is based entirely upon its printed editions, 
naturally defective. Evidence of corruption in the_ printed text 
pparent almost everywhere. And the author of this essay hopes Chat 
some institution of Arabic studies in the East or in he West will soon 
decide Lo publish a correct and well established edition of the text of 
Tbn “Abd Rabbihi. Corrupt texts often lead to corrupt history. 

The author wishes Lo acknowledge with the deepest sense of grati- 
tude his great indebtedess to Father Henry Lammens of the Jesuit 
University in Beirut and Professors Anis Khüri, Asad Rustum, and 
Costi Zurayk of the American University of Beirat for their valuable 
suggestions and their great encouragement. 

To M°. Fwüd E. Bustäal of the Jésuit University and of 1he 
Levue Al-Machrig where this essay was first published, the author 
is especially indebted for his uatiring courtesy, interest, attention, 
and help in reading the proofs. 


DST 
American University of Beirut, May, 16, 1933. 
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